Greetings, Bishop.

I have a lot of comforting information to share with Sister Dugan (I recognize her name.  I suppose she may have been my student in the past).  But it is a lot of information to write in this message, so invite her to visit with me anytime she wants.  I will be teaching this Summer.

Some of the highlights of what I would tell are the following (these ideas are not in any logical order):

Idea #1
= = = = =

A common misconception among Latter-day Saints is the idea that the sealing will keep "families together."  That is a somewhat mistaken idea created by the words of the popular Primary song.  Sealings are ordinances through which the priesthood is used to "officially unite" or "legally bind" family members as relatives forever.  In other words, all the sealing does is to allow the members of the family to claim membership in that family line throughout all generations.  Most of us do not "live together" in this life--once we marry most of us do not want to live with Mom & Dad anymore, and will eventually move out and have our own residences, and so on from generation to generation.  According to Doctrine & Covenants 130:2 it is reasonable to expect that the same practice will happen in the eternal worlds.  I didn't want to live with my parents during my married life, nor do I want my married son to come back home with his wife and daughter to live with me and my wife.  I don't expect to change my mind in the next life, and I suppose their expectations would match mine.

Idea #2

= = = = =

The only direct effect of the sealing in this life is that a person "sealed" to a father and a mother have a legal claim on the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant (see Abraham 2:8-11).  Even if the “chain” is broken due to the unfaithfulness of a parent or grandparent, a person who was sealed (or “born in the covenant”) will continue to have a legal right to the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Keep in mind that as children they have the rights to receive those blessings, and later by being sealed to their spouses in the temple they receive the right to administer those blessings to their righteous children—which they can do through family prayers, and all kinds of special father’s blessings from birth until the father’s or the child’s death.

Idea #3

= = = = =

A person's father and mother will never change in eternity.  One cannot alter biology nor history.  Regardless of actions and future assignments to kingdoms, one cannot change history.  For example, suppose a father does not achieve the celestial glory.  This man would still be--forever--the "biological and historical" father to his children.  Due to his lack of faithfulness (assuming he never repents) he would lose the authority and rights of the Priesthood, which would leave him without the power to bless and glorify his earthly posterity.

Idea #4

= = = = =

Another common misconception is the expectation that children of divorced parents will need to be “re-sealed” in the future.  Even if mother and father cancel their sealing and remarry 100 times, their children will not need to be "re-sealed" to mother and stepfather or father and stepmother.  Once again, the purpose of the sealing is (1) to allow a person to claim membership in a specific family line, and (2) to legally claim the blessings of Abraham through that family’s priesthood line of authority. 

Idea #5

= = = = =

Another extremely important point is “time.”  We don’t know what will happen in the next 300 or 500 years.  Very often we try to “rush the final judgment,” which is extremely unwise and—dare I say it—unchristian on our part.  No matter the enormity of the sin, we don’t know whether the offending party fully understands the mess he/she has caused, and we also don’t know whether he/she will eventually repent of the sin.  Can an offender be forgiven?  As long as he/she has not committed the “unpardonable sin” (D&C 132:27), as President Boyd K. Packer once stated masterfully:

“Restoring what you cannot restore, healing the wound you cannot heal, fixing that which you broke and you cannot fix is the very purpose of the atonement of Christ.  When your desire is firm and you are willing to pay the 'uttermost farthing,' the law of restitution is suspended.  Your obligation is transferred to the Lord.  He will settle your accounts.

“I repeat, save for the exception of the very few who defect to perdition, there is no habit, no addiction, no rebellion, no transgression, no apostasy, no crime exempted from the promise of complete forgiveness.  That is the promise of the atonement of Christ.  How all can be repaired, we do not know.  It may not all be accomplished in this life.”  (“The Brilliant Morning of Forgiveness,” Ensign, November 1995, 18)
So, people who did not commit the unpardonable sin may repent in the spirit world and pay whatever penalty for their sins (let’s call it a “co-payment” for the atonement) and once again re-qualify themselves for another celestial inheritance.  We cannot tell at this time how their families and those they offended will react to this person’s repentance.  But can we imagine some measure of “satisfactory reparation” taking place during the ten centuries of the Millennium?  We cannot tell how we will think and make decisions after decades or even centuries beyond this life—after leaving the confinement and limitations of the mortal body and the contradictions and ambiguities of the telestial world.  Who knows whether at that time our understanding of the Atonement will be infinitely more refined and we will then look upon those who offended us with true Christ-like charity and mercy?

= = = = = = = = =

This is what I have to offer for now.  I can give Sister Dugan further information in person.

All the best,

